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afford play to the selfish or the liberal temper. It is the
spirit of justice, reigning in the zone beyond the borders of
its land.

In this form it supplies a new spring of action Justice,
pure and simple, is a habit or exercise of moral skill: but
when the aptitude, becoming a disposition, quits its own
area, and makes its power felt in the embracing territory
of life, it takes its place among the incentives, and starts
the enquiry, where it is to stand. What, then, is this love
of Justice ? The love ofproportionate treatment of men and
their character according to their worth, i.e. of giving more
favourable regards to the more worthy, less to the less.
But, to do this is simply to introduce degrees into a process
already instituted and in operation without them; for each
spring of action is secure of some approbation from us as
compared with one rival, and some disapprobation as
compared with another If in the former relation it be the
right incentive, and approvable, simply as there at all, it
must be more right\ or right & fortiori, if, being susceptible
of graduated superiority, it is there in higher degree; and
the intuitive approval awarded to it at first cannot but
receive a corresponding inciement of intensity. The same
provision of our nature, therefore, \\hich directs a moral
welcome upon this affection as against that^ cannot but
secure a welcome proportionately deeper to more of this as
compared with less of it. The love of justice, accordingly,
is only a higher figure of the original sense of right. it is
the preference for worth. Or it might be called the en-
thusiasm of conscience for its own estimation of character; and,
so far as it assumes a missionary energy, for a conformable
adjustment of social life. Here, however, it is immediately
thrown upon problems encumbered with conditions from
the unmoral side of nature, and unmanageable without the
calculus of possibilities and of results 9 so that the realisa-
tion of its ideal cannot be seized at a bound, but .must be
controlled, in its time and its degree, by natural laws,
which need first to be studied and defined. Endless has